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AUSTRALIAN NAVY VESSEL CONTRACT - DELEGATION TO SPAIN AND NORWAY 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.19 pm]:  Earlier this month, I led a 
delegation to Spain and Norway as part of Western Australia’s bid to win part of the $2 billion Australian Navy 
vessel contract.  The primary purpose of the visit to Spain was to meet with the senior management of the 
Spanish shipbuilding company Navantia to discuss its bid for the contract.  The visit enabled open and frank 
discussions with the shipbuilder in Madrid and Ferrol.  I saw first-hand the construction of the Spanish 
amphibious ship and air warfare destroyers at Navantia’s Ferrol facility, and I now have a better understanding 
of exactly what is required to build these vessels, both in terms of infrastructure and facilities.   

Through our comprehensive and detailed briefing of senior Navantia personnel, we showcased the substantial 
capabilities of the Australian Marine Complex at Henderson, particularly its common-user facility, and Western 
Australia’s fabrication industry.  I believe that, as a result of the visit, Navantia will be looking seriously at our 
capabilities for these important naval projects, and recognises that the AMC is a world-class facility backed by 
competitive, experienced and skilled service providers.  In addition, the company now has a greater 
understanding of the wider strategic benefits of WA, particularly as a launching pad to the expanding markets of 
South East Asia.  

My primary purpose in visiting Norway was to promote the AMC to Norway’s oil and gas companies involved 
in the sub-sea engineering service industry.  I visited Norwegian oil and gas companies to promote our plans to 
create a sub-sea engineering and maintenance cluster at the AMC to service the WA oil and gas industry, which 
is the biggest in Australia and has substantial under-explored resources.  The potential growth off the WA coast 
provides incredible opportunities for the service industry, particularly for a sub-sea cluster at the AMC.  I was 
particularly pleased to see in Norway what investments in fabrication and sub-sea infrastructure can achieve.  I 
believe that there is a great opportunity for further collaboration between Norway and WA, particularly in sub-
sea industry investment, and I will be undertaking initiatives to progress this as a result of the mission.  It is not 
my intention to outline all the discussions I had during my visit to Spain and Norway.  These are contained in the 
report that I now table, together with my itinerary and a copy of the Western Australian government’s campaign 
to win defence work for WA, entitled “Western Australia:  The Logical Choice”. 

[See papers 2222 and 2223.] 
 


